Proposed

University of the Channel Islands
in Guernsey

VISION STATEMENT

University of the Channel Islands in Guernsey - Excellence - Global reach - Relevance - Pastoral care

Our basic task:
How to change the world
We can:

Twelve children will be born in Guernsey this
week. Their future and the future of the world



into which they will be born is uncertain,
exciting, fragile – and in our hands. To
influence the long-term future of the next

Build and develop a high-class, modern
university on an intimate scale, aiming at
nurturing an academic community of a
maximum of 2,000 resident students.

generation for good is humanity’s bravest and
highest calling.



Rather than continuing to entrust others with

Have a meaningful global impact, through
memoranda of understanding with some
of the world's very best universities for the

this precious responsibility, the Bailiwick of

initial

Guernsey has the opportunity to take this

through a policy of recruiting only the very
best staff, through student recruitment

human investment into its own hands by

accreditation

of

our

degrees,

high-level university on its territory – the

which, while centred on Guernsey, has
global reach, and attracting the world's

University

best academics.

supporting the foundation of an independent
of

the

Channel

Islands

in

Guernsey.

The degree courses which the University of
the Channel Islands will offer in its opening

Help keep Guernsey's distinctive and
unique culture alive, through our history
and law programmes.

phase are an adventurous mixture of
conservation, culture, dialogue, finance,



education, health and history.

Be a huge boon and boost to the
economy of Guernsey.

We believe passionately that the University of

And most importantly, through teaching, we

the Channel Islands can fulfil several
objectives that are useful to Guernsey as an

can grow a body of alumni around the world
who are at the cutting-edge of education,

island and country, useful to the global
academic and research community, and vital

research, business and ideas.

to Guernsey's young people.

It

is

through

them

and

through

their

achievements that we hope to change the
world for the better.
Professor Jack McDonald
(Vice-Chancellor-designate)
Ms Susan Jackson
(Executive Project Director)
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Guernsey: Global
Ambition
Guernsey, something unique in its long and

Our three university schools – Humanities,
Sciences and Education – will offer cutting-

illustrious history. We propose to set up the

edge teaching and research to attract people

University of the Channel Islands, a top-end

and investment into Guernsey and to make
every Guernsey resident proud of the

Something

exciting

is

happening

on

university for Guernsey school-leavers as

University of the Channel Islands. In a global
world of uncertain future, we will provide a

well as for postgraduate students from
Britain, Continental Europe and from all over
the world.

university which is competitively-priced and
significantly cheaper than universities in

The University of the Channel Islands will be

Britain, which is linked to the very best

a thoroughly modern institution, making full
use with a digital technology which shrinks

professional and academic courses the world
over, and which is grounded in supportive

the world and makes Guernsey the next-door

pastoral care here in Guernsey
.

neighbour of Asia, America and Africa as well
as of Europe.

Amongst our models is the flourishing and
successful University of Reykjavik in Iceland,

We will also be a thoroughly local institution,

which capitalises on its island location with a

based in St Peter Port, organised and run by
a board of governors, with a syllabus as

high standard of living to attract the best staff
and students. Jack McDonald will use his

attractive to local school-leavers as to the

personal experience formerly as a Cambridge
Dean and now as a Professor in Brussels and

best of the international market. We will
combine our international flavour with solid,

Louvain to build the ideal teaching, research
and administrative team to make the

personal, face-to-face tuition and the best
pastoral care, so that all our students flourish

University of the Channel Islands a frontrunner in British and Continental higher
education.

as students and as individuals, and leave the
university armed with a prestige international
qualification which will help them throughout
their life and career.
The University of the Channel Islands will be,
in common with almost all British universities,
a charity run on a not-for-profit basis. All the
money we receive, and all the generous
benefactions that people far and near will give
us, will be ploughed directly back into the
university for the good of its educational
mission.
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People to deliver our
academic vision
Our chief priority in the University of the
Channel Islands will be the people who make

This structure is admirably simple but able to
respond to any and every issue which could

up

our

arise in the university’s life and work. It

professors, lecturers and researchers, and
our administrative and support staff. We know

implies a university with complete academic
and intellectual freedom to pursue its

that to produce high-quality graduates who
will have a real role to play in leading

educational mission without interference.

our

community:

our

students,

tomorrow’s world, we need to have the right
structures in place from the start. We are
adamant

that

a

simple

and

minimal

bureaucracy, with the maximum possible
contact between student and professor,
between student and administration and
between professor and administration, is the
ideal system.
Our

system

of

governance

will

be

independent, simple and transparent. The
University of the Channel Islands will be
governed by a Board of Governors and an
Academic Board of eight members, all of
them senior academics.
The Academic Board, chaired by the ViceChancellor, will be responsible for the entire
academic life of the university, and will
appoint and oversee the senior management
team of Registrar, Treasurer and Personnel
Officer.
Each of the three Schools of the university will
be led by a Dean, and the meetings of the
Deans will be chaired by the Vice-Chancellor.
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Jack McDonald and Susan
Jackson - the key team
Jack

McDonald

and

Susan

France. He has had wide leadership
experience in education and in the Church of
England: as a Cambridge University Dean
and Proctor, as the Headmaster of Sancton
Wood School Cambridge and as the minister
of the French Reformed cathedral in Metz.

Jackson's

His main interests are French history and

collaboration stretches back to a period when
Jack was chairman of the trustees of Caius
House

Battersea,

a

major

youth

philosophy, especially the French Revolution.
He sits on the editorial board of the Paris
theology journal Evangile et Liberté.

and

educational charity based in South London,
and Susan was a member of the
management committee of this charity,
offering support on educational matters. They

Ms Susan Jackson

both have a firm background in education,
both have run secondary schools, both have
had roles in university administration, both
have substantial networks of higher
education contacts, both are full of energy
and ideas. The University of the Channel
Islands is their common project.
Professor Jack McDonald
Ms Susan Jackson is our Executive Project
Director. She has worked as the
Headmistress of three schools, in France,
Argentina and Sussex. She is now an
international educational consultant of rich
and rare experience: she has recently
project-managed the founding of three
academies in the UK, as well as of
educational institutions in Spain, France and
India. She has been commissioned to direct
major educational developments for Dupont,
British Aerospace, and the Cambridge

Professor Jack McDonald, our ViceChancellor-designate, is currently Professor

Education Group. She is an Ofsted inspector
and the Governor of two high performing

of History at the Protestant University of
Brussels, visiting Professor of Anglicanism at

schools, and a Director of the UK-China

KU Leuven-University of Leuven and canon

Education Bureau. She sits on the Court of
the Worshipful Company of Basketmakers

theologian of the Anglican Diocese in Europe.
He read theology at Cambridge and

and is a Freeman of the City of London.

philosophy at London before taking his PhD
at Strasbourg on Robespierre's religious
policy. He is a qualified schoolteacher in the
UK and a qualified university lecturer in
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Our mission and values
Excellence



A university which does not strive for
excellence in every area of its life is not
worthy of the name. We will be a small

As a small, select university, we will
thrive by linking up with heavyweight
international partners in Britain, Europe
and internationally,
degree courses.

university, but every part of our common life
will be characterised by excellence: we will

to

validate

our

admit the best students, appoint the best
lecturers and researchers, establish links with

The University of the Channel Islands will be

the best academic partners, sponsor the best

communication at all levels. Every student
and member of staff will have the right to

a

and most useful research, foster an
inquisitive and dynamic learning community,

them individually and conscientiously
throughout their time as students with us.

Nothing will be left to chance and every
decision we make will actively strive for
excellence in every respect.

Communication
At every level, the University of the Channel
and



We will be open, transparent, honest and
courteous in all our dealings inside and
outside our own community.



A major theme of the degree courses we
offer will concern communication – we
will run courses of professional language

of

open

and

interesting

speak to the Vice-Chancellor personally on
any relevant matter.

give the best possible start to young adults as
they enter the world of work, and support

Islands will be a communicating
communicative university:

place

training for interpreters and translators,
courses which turn around the philosophy
of international diplomacy and dialogue,
courses which equip and qualify teachers
to work in international schools.
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Blending local and
international

independent Board of Governors drawn in

The University of the Channel Islands will be
an English-speaking institution, reflecting the
world’s new lingua franca. But it will

part
from
experienced
Guernsey
professionals. It will be based in and operate

understand and be close to the best of higher
education on the Continent, and it will be

from Guernsey, and its three schools will all
be situated on the island of Guernsey or

especially
open
to
the
burgeoning
educational and training needs of students in

elsewhere within the Bailiwick.

the new BRICSA economies of Asia and
elsewhere.

The University of the Channel Islands will be
Guernsey’s own university. It will be run by an

We expect to receive income from the States
of Guernsey when they pay the university
tuition fees of Guernsey school-leavers
studying for BA or BSc degrees with us –
although the States will have no influence, of
course, on the University of the Channel
Islands’ academic and intellectual freedoms.
In

our

programmes,

Guernsey

history,

Guernsey finance and Guernsey law all
feature; our courses in Medicine will be
directly related to medical training and
practice on the island and will benefit
Guernsey residents. We will be proud to be
Guernsey’s university.
At the same time, we will be focused on the
international world. Guernsey occupies a
unique position in the English Channel and,
as part of what remains of the Duchy of
Normandy, participates historically and
geographically in two of the most influential
cultures in human history – Britain and
France.
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Academic and Practical

Personal and pastoral

A university is a place where minds are

Universities can suffer from growing too

formed. We favour a three-year BA or BSc
course because we believe that it takes time

large, too impersonal, and too dismissive of
their individual members.

to mature a discerning, critical, active, flexible
human mind.

We promise that this will never be the case in
the University of the Channel Islands. We aim

We will cut no corners and take no chances
on our fundamental duty of developing the

to have an absolute maximum of 2,000
students resident in Guernsey.

candidates who come through our doors into
responsible mature thinkers, capable of

We will put in place exemplary pastoral care

knowing about, understanding and evaluating
the world around them.

systems explicitly modelled on those we have
experienced and managed ourselves at
Oxbridge. We will never lose sight of the

Our research will be proper academic
research conducted by proper academic

privilege we have in educating young adults
at a crucial stage in their development, and of

researchers. Our partnerships will be with
top-end world-class universities. Our degrees

the responsibility which accompanies this
privilege.

will be sought-after and prestigious.
All our students will be treated as the adults
We will not let our students down by

that they are, but they will be nurtured,

accepting second best because we will not be
second best.

accompanied, supported and assisted
throughout their time with us. It will be

We will also equip our students for the

impossible to be part of our community and to
be neglected or overlooked: every student,

modern, exciting but sometimes bewildering
world by teaching courses which are

every staff member, will count.

intellectually stimulating and practically useful
in the world of work.
Our graduates will be able to compete with
the best in languages, finance, law, education
and science, and their qualifications will be
both an intellectual distinction and a practical,
economic benefit.
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Education at the
University of the
Channel Islands



Music (Undergraduate and postgraduate)



Theology and Religious Studies (Undergraduate
and postgraduate)

Department of Guernsey and International Law


Law (Undergraduate and postgraduate)

The University of the Channel Islands will be



Guernsey Law (Postgraduate)

organised in three Schools, covering a wide
academic curriculum:



International Law (Postgraduate)

School of Humanities

School of Sciences

School of Sciences
School of Education

Department of Biological Sciences

Each School, headed by a Dean of School,



will contain several Departments:

Department of Medical Sciences


School of Humanities

Psychology (Undergraduate and postgraduate)

Medicine (Postgraduate in the first instance)

Department of Sports Science
Department of Modern Languages





Modern Languages
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)

Department of Marine Sciences

Professional
training
in
translation
and
interpretation in the UN langages (Postgraduate)



Marine Biology (Undergraduate and postgraduate)



Marine
Engineering
postgraduate)

(Located on Alderney)

Department of Economics


Mathematics for Economics
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)



Economics
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)



Finance
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)



Accountancy
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)

(Undergraduate



Computer Science (Undergraduate and
postgraduate)



New Information Technologies (Undergraduate and
postgraduate)

School of Education

Politics and Government
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)

Department of International Education



International Relations
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)





Social Sciences
(Undergraduate and postgraduate)

Department of Special Educational Needs


Department of Arts


History (Undergraduate and postgraduate)



Philosophy (Undergraduate and postgraduate)

and

Department of Computer Science

Department of Politics


Sports Science (Undergraduate and postgraduate)

Professional training for teachers in international
schools (Postgraduate)

Professional
training
(Postgraduate)

for

SEN

teachers

Department of English as an Additional Language
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Educational Initiatives
We have many exciting plans for teaming up
with academic institutions of world class and

We will maintain extremely close and
hospitable relations with the schools on
Guernsey and Jersey, and will organise an

renown as partners for the degree courses we
will teach. In the absolute initial phase, these

annual Open Day for Guernsey and Jersey
sixth-formers.

will be Master’s courses, but we will extend
our operations into Bachelor’s and Doctoral
degrees with all due speed.

The Vice-Chancellor will be delighted to meet
the heads of schools in person to answer any

We will make public our memoranda of

questions and to build up together a university
curriculum directly moulded to suit the needs

understanding with other universities as soon
as possible.

of Guernsey’s young adults.

Our rule of thumb is to form relationships with
Russell Group and LERU universities - the 24

We will also recruit internationally, most
obviously for Master’s and Doctoral courses,
and paying due heed to the States of

élite British and 21 élite European universities
- together with their equivalents in other

Guernsey’s rules on student visas.

continents.
For the first half-decade or so of our
existence, our partnerships with other
eminent institutions will result in degrees
being awarded from those institutions after
study in Guernsey.
In time, as our reputation grows, we will be in
a suitable position to apply to the Privy
Council to award our own degrees.
The University of the Channel Islands will be
Guernsey’s university. We will be honoured to
welcome Guernsey’s school-leavers, as well
as those from Jersey and other Channel
Islands, with extremely favourable rates of
fees.
This academic path will quickly become
especially relevant when our full range of BA
and BSc degree courses is available to
students from 2015.
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Guernsey the Ideal
Educational
Environment
We believe that studying in Guernsey will sell
itself. Guernsey is a wonderful, beautiful, safe
environment, where young adults can
flourish, develop, have fun, pursue
innumerable extra-curricular activities and do
all this within sight of France and within easy
transport access to Britain.
The Guernsey experience is fresh as well as
historic, tolerant as well as traditional. We
think that students from a variety of
backgrounds and cultures will thrive and
succeed here.
We believe that what was good enough to
attract Victor Hugo to live here from 1855 to
1870 remains good enough for anyone in the
21st century!
We will remove every barrier we can to the

The University of the Channel Islands will

success of our students as they develop into

become a member of, or an observer at, all
the relevant British, French and international

critical, analytic thinkers and communicators.
Our teaching will be rigorously assessed and

university associations, whilst maintaining a
friendly and critical distance appropriate for a

personally supervised and encouraged by the
Vice-Chancellor and his team.

Crown Dependency which retains its
independence from the United Kingdom and
the European Union.
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For more information please consult our website:
www.susanjacksonassociates.org

Jack McDonald and Susan Jackson
University of the Channel Islands in Guernsey
September 2013
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